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lL, The firet renstion ef the population of Berlin ta the masa transfer of workers 
to Russia was to the effect that the deportations constituted the Huselan answer 
to the elections of 20 October 1946, uhich the Ruesian-sponscred SEP lost do~ 
cisively. The scope of the Russian operation was so great, however, that it 
became obviouz that the project must have been carefully planned by a large 
staff over a long period. Thie has aince been confirmed by reporte that Operation 
Osaavekin wae organized by the "Seventh Administrative Boraau", which had been 
set up for this purpose; the Berlin part of the operation was under the direct 
supervision of the First Operation Group of the MVD in Lnisenstresss, Berlin. 
fhe preparations included the hasty repair of many railroad cara. 


2. fhe point most widely discussed, from the beginning, was whether or rot the 
transportation of the German workera to Hussia was voluntary. The first opinion 
of the majority of Berliners was that the shipments were a mass deportation 
in the manner of the late Frits Sauckel. Tho Russian contention on the other 
hand was thet ell the workers effested had voluntarily signed contracts to work 
in Busela and that no force, presaure, or compuleion of any kind was uged, In= 
dond, the Enssians contrasted what they called “humane transportation of workers 
for peaceful industries" with tha "forced deportation by Britain and the United 
States of hundreds of Nazie te work on secret atom-bomb projects", Thia .chargs 
was given atresmer headlines and extensive write-ups in all the Soviet~controlled 
newspapers, while the newspapera licensed by the western allies continued with 

their more cautious storles compering the Ossavekim project to the Nazi under= 
takings sc strongly denounced at Nuremberg. 


nquestionably, a considerable number of the skilled Garman labor involved in 
tits Ongavakin project volunteered to move with thelr families to Iuasia. It 

mB Dalieved that a majority of the ecientists and executives who were evacuated 
ao jvant volunterily. At the seme time, ell sources agrees that the deportation 
fag /carried aut in a manner net experienced in Germany except between the yoars 
933 and 1945, and state that whether or not contracts were signed, ag claimed 
gu the Soviet side, the actual shipments were made in an atmosphere of terror, 
ly in the very early moruing hours. Pareonne) of the M¥D were alerted on 
Ontober, and “ansisted® tha Germans in tha trenefer of their belongings fran 
i2 homes ta the railwey station. The great majority of the workerea involved 
osided in the Russian sector or zones, although some pereons residing in the 
aritieh and Amerioan sectors of Berlin were also taken. The latter ware trans- 
ported to the rellway atation directly from their place of work, and as a ro~ 


Fault could not take any personal belenstngs clon on the trip. 
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NAhnhintare, 
While in moat of the cases reported there seems to heve been fo warning, one 
subsource describes the following oroceduret At the Asxania Yorks in Berline 
#riedrichshagen, #11 the workere ware assenbled on the afternoon of 2) Catober, 
and a meuber of the Trede Union Council rgad then a statement appresinctely 

as follows: “Inesmuch az the: factory where you are working is to be trans= 
ferred to the Soviet Union, you are hereby instructed to prepare yourselves 
sud your fuuilies for the journey to the U.S.S.i, You will all travel in. 
couches, while your belongings will be transported in freight cars. Hussian 
golwiers will agsist you, Your new contracts will be signed upon arrival An 
the dovies Union, Your working conditiong will be the seme ag those of skilled 
susslan workers in sluilar positions. Your first contract will be for. a period 
of five years, You will be syunplied with food and ¢lothing for the Journey, 
which will lust three or four weeks." After heariny this, the informant abs 
sented hinsel? from his home in Prenaleuer Berg; at 0300 hours thet night two 
Kussien solaiers armed with submeachinesguue gslled for him accompanied by a 
LeTnan who Clained to be a representative of the Negigtrat.. They senrched hie 
apartment, bat left peaceably. enough upon finding that he was not in, 


Other persona were injured while attempting to escepe or to resist deportation, 
In Sasdorf. (Vol, eeat of Uerlin), on engineer nemed Vogel is sid to hrve been. 
executed, together with hia wife. and two s0ns, because they resisted ‘the re 
to “e them to fuseia. 


In the iene sector of Berlin threes civilians, described az Riaataae: tried 
to abduct «a textile engineer, Heing KAumerer, Livin in Britgz at Kérneratrasse 
37. He resisted, was severely beaten, end was saved only by the appearance of 
the police, his attsokera esceped, . Uritish Public Sefety authorities renorted 
three Kidnepoing attempts in the British sector, one of which ves. eucosssful. 


The scope of Oneration Ogsavakin is difficult to antinate, ms the ‘ena hais of 
negple affected ig probably in tha hundreds of thongands, A tentative British 
ethers. made on 2b Octovey, gave the number as over 250,000, but later reports 

seested thet this figure wae much too lov, especially if, as rumored, the pro* 
jest inéluded not only war qaqustetas but also tyenty per cent of “peaneful” 
induatriss, 


Sources “gree that the depoxtatien af workers from the Soviet zone was cerried 
out on a proportionately much lerger soale and mors ruthlessly than in Berlin, 
It is reported, for isistence, that over five thousand individuals active in the 
necking teol industry in Chemnitz alone were taken. In Jena the Ruggian gerri~ 
son wae alerted and far-reaching defensive meseures vera takent highways leed« - 
ing out of town were ologked, railrost treneportr tion cane to a standstill, and 
telephone comumications were cut, In Halles: tetleben, about 0200 hours on 26 
October, & housing colony cecupied by workerg of the Stebel. aircraft factory 
Was surrounded by a Soviet coluan which 4neluded arnored cara, and the pecple 
soncerned were viven “out three houre to pack their belonzings. Here na one 
had any previous notification, and gonaiderabla confusion resulted because there 
were not enough ster eee te explain to the people what was happening. 


The operation continusd foxy some deys or weeks, ac one source hes reported 
that 4t will ultinately be extended to include doctors and nurges, 


Approved For Release 1999/09/08 : CIA-RDP82-00457R000200570007-4 


